
Pastor 
installation 

service

Garen Forsythe
Lead Pastor

TWELFTH AVENUE BAPTIST CHURCH

Sunday, January 6, 2019
10:00 a.m.

• Obey your spiritual leaders, and do what they say. Their work is to watch over your souls, and 
they are accountable to God. Give them reason to do this with joy and not with sorrow.

• Respect your leaders for those who direct the affairs of the church well are worthy of double 
honor, especially those whose work is preaching and teaching.

• Honor those who are your leaders in the Lord’s work. They work hard among you and give you 
spiritual guidance. Show them great respect and wholehearted love because of their work.

• Refuse to gossip or speak ill of your leaders to others. Instead, be completely humble and 
gentle, forbearing with them in love. Sympathize with them, treating them with compassion, 
kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. 

• Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths toward your leaders, but only that 
which is helpful for building them up according to their needs, that it may benefit them.

• Accept their weaknesses and limitations for we all have this treasure in jars of clay.
• If any of you ever has a grievance against them, forgive as the Lord forgave you. Forgive them 

freely just as God through Christ has forgiven you, recognizing that we all err and stumble in 
this journey of faith.

Further, I charge you, as Christ’s body, to:
• Live a life worthy of the calling you have received.
• Don’t neglect our meeting together, as some people do, but encourage one another. Let us 

think of ways to motivate one another to acts of love and good works. 
• Don’t just be hearers of God’s word, but also doers of the word.
• Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful stewards 

of God’s grace in its various forms....so that in all things God may be praised through Jesus 
Christ.

• Obey Jesus new commandment to love each other just as he has loved us, for our love for one 
another will prove to the world that we are his disciples. 

• Watch out for those who cause divisions. Keep away from them. Be one, just as Jesus and the 
Father are one. In this way the world will believe the Father truly sent him.

• Let there be no divisions in the church. Rather, be of one mind, united in thought and purpose. 
Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace. Live in harmony 
and peaceably with each other. 

• You are light in the Lord, so live as children of light (for the fruit of the light consists in all 
goodness, righteousness and truth). Do what pleases the Lord. You are the light of the world. 
Let your good deeds shine out for all to see, so that everyone will praise your heavenly Father.

• Finally, be strong and immovable. Always work enthusiastically for the Lord, for you know that 
nothing you do for the Lord is ever useless.

If it is your desire to enter into this commitment—in the presence Almighty God, all who are 
present as witnesses, and Garen and Pat, please stand.
[Eph 4:1; Heb 13:7; Rom 15:30, 1 Tim 2:1-2; Heb 13:17; 1 Tim 5:17; 1 Thes 5:12-13; 1 Tim 5:13, 19, Eph 4:2, 1 Pet 
3:8, Col 3:12, Eph 4:29; 2 Cor 4:6; Col 3:13, Eph 4:32; Eph 4:1; Heb 10:24-25; Jam 1:22; 1 Pet 4:10-11; John 13:33-34; 
Rom 16:17, John 17:21; 1 Cor 1:10, Eph 4:3, 1 Cor 1:10, 1 Thess 5:13; Eph 5:8-10; Mat 5:17; 1 Cor 15:58]



CHARGE TO PASTOR

Garen, the charge to one who dedicates their life to serving God in pastoral ministry is a custom 
that dates back to the first century. We see examples of this in the Bible when Paul gives a 
divine charge to both Timothy and Titus. It is an occasion where the leaders of the church 
challenge the candidate to walk worthy of His calling.

On behalf of the leadership of Twelfth Avenue Baptist Church and of the whole church body, I 
charge you, in the presence of God the Father, the Son, and the Spirit, to whom we will one day 
give an account, to:
•  Live a life worthy of the calling you have received.
•  Lead with all diligence.
•  Preach the word of God. Be prepared, whether the time is favorable or not. Patiently correct, 

rebuke, and encourage your people with good teaching.
•  Keep a clear mind in every situation. Don’t be afraid of suffering for the Lord. Work at telling 

others the Good News, and fully carry out the ministry God has given you.
•  Work hard so you can present yourself to God and receive his approval. Be a good worker, 

one who does not need to be ashamed and who correctly explains the word of truth.

•  Be an example to all believers in what you say, in the way you live, in your love, your faith, and 
your purity. Focus on reading the Scriptures, encouraging the believers, and teaching them.

•  Keep a close watch on how you live and on your teaching. Stay true to what is right for the 
sake of your own salvation and the salvation of those who hear you.

•  Be kind to everyone, be able to teach, and be patient with difficult people. Gently instruct those 
who oppose the truth.

•  Pursue righteousness and a godly life, along with faith, love, perseverance, and gentleness. 
Fight the good fight for the true faith. 

•  Keep yourself pure so that you may be a special utensil for honorable use. Your life will be 
clean, and you will be ready for the Master to use you for every good work.

•  Guard yourself and God’s people. Feed and shepherd God’s flock; his church, purchased with 
his own blood.      

•  Care for the flock that God has entrusted to you. Watch over it willingly, not grudgingly—not 
for what you will get out of it, but because you are eager to serve God. Don’t lord it over the 
people assigned to your care, but lead them by your own good example. 

•  Keep your eyes fixed on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith. 
•  Resolve to keep your focus on Jesus the Messiah and him crucified. Preach not yourself, but 

Jesus the Messiah as Lord, never boasting about anything except the cross of our Lord Jesus. 
•  Finally, do not neglect your spiritual gift. Give your complete attention to these matters. Throw 

yourself into your tasks so that everyone will see your progress.
If it is your desire to enter into this commitment—in the presence Almighty God and all who are 
present as witnesses—please say, “It is”.

You have today taken upon yourself the solemn vow of consecration to the sacred service of 
your Lord and Master, Jesus the Messiah. I charge you therefore that you steward well your 
life and calling so that when your lifework has come to an end you may be able to say: “I have 
fought the good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith.” May you live and serve in 
such a way that you will one day be welcomed into our eternal dwelling with the commendation, 
“Well done my good and faithful servant.”
[Eph 4:1; Rom 12:8; 2 Tim 4:2; 2 Tim 4:5; 2 Tim 2:15; 1 Tim 4:12-13; 1 Tim 4:16; 1 Tim 2:24, 25; 1 Tim 6:11-12; 2 Tim 
2:3; 2 Tim 2:21; Acts 20:28; 1 Pet 5:2-4; Heb 12:2; 1 Cor 2:2, 2 Cor 4:5, Gal 6:14; 1 Tim 4:14-15]

CHARGE TO CHURCH FAMILY

Church family, I charge you to walk worthy of God’s calling by supporting Garen’s calling into the 
pastoral ministry of this church.

On behalf of the leadership of Twelfth Avenue Baptist Church, I charge you in the presence of 
God the Father, the Son, and the Spirit, to whom we will one day give an account, to:

• Remember your leaders who taught you the word of God. Think of all the good that has come 
from their lives, and follow the example of their faith.

• Pray, asking God to help your spiritual leaders. Join them in their struggle by praying to God for 
them. Intercede on their behalf, and give thanks for them. Pray not only for them but for their 
wives and their children. Pray this way for all who are in authority.

Order of Service
Scripture Reading ..........................................................Keith Roy, Director of Bear Trap Ranch

Scott Youngman, Former TABC missionary
Steve Loewen

Worship

Challenge to Garen ......................................................................................................................Tom Rees
Friend, Founder of Inner Bean Coffee House

Charge to Garen ........................................................................................................................Russ Bauck
 TABC Missionary

Challenge to the Church Family ............................................................................................ Jon Sapp

Charge to the Church Family ...........................................................................................Scott Waters

Laying on of Hands and Prayer ...........................................Deacons, Jon Sapp, Russ Bauck
 Tom Rees,  Ryan Kohlmeier, Richard Gimple

Closing Prayer ........................................................................................................................ Seong-Ju Lee


